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The Return of the Secaucus Seven
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Lianna

The Brother from Another Planet
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Matewan

Eight Men Out
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Passion Fish

Lone Star

IFG_2009_pages.indb   27 22/12/08   17:31:56



28  |  DIRECTORS OF THE YEAR  

Casa de los Babys

Silver City

IFG_2009_pages.indb   28 22/12/08   17:31:58



  DIRECTORS OF THE YEAR  |  29

[feature-film directing credits only]

1980

RETURN OF THE SECAUCUS 

SEVEN

Script: John Sayles. Photography: 

Austin De Besche. Editing: John 

Sayles. Players: Bruce MacDonald 

(Mike Donnelly), Maggie Renzi 

(Katie Sipriano), Adam LeFevre 

(J.T.), Maggie Cousineau (Frances 

Carlson), Gordon Clapp (Chip 

Hollister), Jean Passanante (Irene 

Rosenblue), Karen Trott (Maura 

Tolliver), Mark Arnott (Jeff 

Andrews), David Strathairn (Ron 

Desjardins), John Sayles (Howie), 

Marisa Smith (Carol), Amy Schewel, 

(Lacey Summers), Carolyn Brooks 

(Meg), Eric Forsythe (Captain), 

Nancy Mette (Lee). Produced by 

William Aydelott, Jeffrey Nelson.

110 mins

1983

LIANNA

Script: John Sayles. Photography: 

Austin De Besche. Production 

Design: Jeanne McDonnell. Editing: 

1983

BABY IT’S YOU

Script: John Sayles, based on a story 

by Amy Robinson. Photography: 

Michael Ballhaus. Production 

Design: Jeffrey Townsend. Editing: 

Sonya Polonsky. Players: Rosanna 

Arquette (Jill Rosen), Vincent 

Spano (Albert ‘Sheik’ Capadilupo), 

Joanna Merlin (Mrs. Rosen), Jack 

Davidson (Dr. Rosen), Nick Ferrari 

(Mr. Capadilupo), Dolores Messina 

(Mrs. Capadilupo), Leora Dana 

(Miss Vernon), Bill Raymond (Mr. 

Ripeppi), Sam McMurray (Mr. 

McManus), Liane Alexandra Curtis 

(Jody, High School Girl), Claudia 

Sherman (Beth, High School Girl), 

Marta Kober (Debra, High School 

Girl), Tracy Pollan (Leslie, College 

Girl), Rachel Dretzin (Shelly, 

College Girl), Susan Derendorf 

(Chris, College Girl). Produced by 

Robert F. Colesberry, Griffin Dunne, 

Amy Robinson. 105 mins

1984

THE BROTHER FROM 

ANOTHER PLANET

Script: John Sayles. Photography: 

John Sayles. Players: Linda Griffiths 

(Lianna), Jane Hallaren (Ruth), 

Jon DeVries (Dick), Jo Henderson 

(Sandy), Jessica MacDonald 

(Theda), Jesse Solomon (Spencer), 

John Sayles (Jerry), Stephen 

Mendillo (Bob), Betsy Julia 

Robinson (Cindy), Nancy Mette 

(Kim), Maggie Renzi (Sheila), 

Madelyn Coleman (Mrs. Hennessy), 

Robyn Reeves (Job Applicant), Chris 

Elliott (Lighting Assistant), Marta 

Renzi (Dancer). Produced by Jeffrey 

Nelson, Maggie Renzi. 110 mins

Honeydripper
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Ernest R. Dickerson. Production 

Design: Nora Chavooshian. 

Editing: John Sayles. Players: Joe 

Morton (The Brother), Rosanna 

Carter (West Indian Woman), 

Ray Ramirez (Hispanic Man), 

Yves Rene (Haitian Man), Peter 

Richardson (Islamic Man), Ginny 

Yang (Korean Shopkeeper), Daryl 

Edwards (Fly), Steve James (Odell), 

Leonard Jackson (Smokey), Bill 

Cobbs (Walter), Maggie Renzi 

(Noreen), Olga Merediz (Noreen’s 

Client), Tom Wright (Sam), Minnie 

Gentry (Mrs. Brown), Ren Woods 

(Bernice). Produced by Peggy Rajski, 

Maggie Renzi. 108 mins

1987

MATEWAN

Script: John Sayles. Photography: 

Haskell Wexler. Production Design: 

Nora Chavooshian. Editing: Sonya 

Polonsky. Players: Chris Cooper (Joe 

Kenehan), James Earl Jones (‘Few 

Clothes’ Johnson), Mary McDonnell 

(Elma Radnor), Will Oldham 

(Danny Radnor), David Strathairn 

(Police Chief Sid Hatfield), Ken 

Jenkins (Sephus Purcell), Gordon 

Clapp (Griggs), Kevin Tighe 

(Hickey), John Sayles (Hardshell 

Preacher), Bob Gunton (C.E. 

Lively), Josh Mostel (Mayor Cabell 

Testerman), Nancy Mette (Bridey 

Mae), Jace Alexander (Hillard 

Elkins), Joe Grifasi (Fausto), Gary 

McCleery (Ludie). Produced by 

Mark Balsam, Ira Deutchman, James 

Glenn Dudelson, Ned Kendall,

Amir Jacob Malin, Peggy Rajski, 

Maggie Renzi, Jerry Silva. 135 mins

1988

EIGHT MEN OUT

Script: John Sayles, based on the 

book by Eliot Asinof. Photography: 

Robert Richardson. Production 

Design: Nora Chavooshian. 

Editing: John Tintori. Players: John 

Cusack (George ‘Buck’ Weaver), 

Clifton James (Charles ‘Commie’ 

Comiskey), Michael Lerner 

(Arnold Rothstein), Christopher 

Lloyd (Bill Burns), John Mahoney 

(William ‘Kid’ Gleason), Charlie 

Sheen (Oscar ‘Hap’ Felsch), David 

Strathairn (Eddie Cicotte), D.B. 

Sweeney (Joseph ‘Shoeless Joe’ 

Jackson), Michael Rooker (Arnold 

‘Chick’ Gandil), Don Harvey 

(Charles ‘Swede’ Risberg), James 

Read (Claude ‘Lefty’ Williams), 

Perry Lang (Fred McMullin), 

Gordon Clapp (Ray Schalk), Jace 

Alexander (Dickie Kerr), Bill 

Irwin (Eddie Collins). Produced by 

Barbara Boyle, Jerry Offsay, Sarah 

Pillsbury, Peggy Rajski, Midge 

Sanford. 119 mins

1991

CITY OF HOPE

Script: John Sayles. Photography: 

Robert Richardson. Production 

Design: Dan Bishop, Dianna Freas.

Editing: John Sayles. Players: 

Vincent Spano (Nick Rinaldi), 

Stephen Mendillo (Yoyo), Chris 

Cooper (Riggs), Tony Lo Bianco 

(Joe Rinaldi), Joe Morton (Wynn), 

Charlie Yanko (Stavros), Jace 

Alexander (Bobby), Todd Graff 

(Zip), Scott Tiler (Vinnie), John 

Sayles (Carl), Frankie Faison 

(Levonne), Gloria Foster (Jeanette), 

Tom Wright (Malik), Angela 

Bassett (Reesha), David Strathairn 

(Asteroid). Produced by Sarah 

Green, Maggie Renzi, John Sloss, Jo 

Throckmorton, Harold Welb. 

129 mins

1992

PASSION FISH

Script: John Sayles. Photography: 

Roger Deakins. Production Design: 

Dan Bishop, Dianna Freas. 

Editing: John Sayles. Players: Mary 

McDonnell (May-Alice Culhane), 

Alfre Woodard (Chantelle), Lenore 

Banks (Nurse Quick), Vondie 

Curtis-Hall (Sugar LeDoux), Will 

Mahoney (Max), David Strathairn 

(Rennie), Leo Burmester (Reeves), 

Nelle Stokes (Therapist #1), Brett 

Ardoin (Therapist #2), Nora Dunn 

(Ti-Marie), Michael Mantell (Dr. 

Kline), Mary Portser (Precious), 

Angela Bassett (Dawn / Rhonda), 

Daniel Dupont (Therapist #3), 

Chuck Cain (Attendant). Produced 

by Sarah Green, Maggie Renzi, John 

Sloss. 135 mins

1994

THE SECRET OF ROAN INISH

Script: John Sayles, based on a book 

by Rosalie K. Fry. Photography: 

Haskell Wexler. Production Design: 

Adrian Smith. Editing: John Sayles.

Players: Jeni Courtney (Fiona), Pat 

Slowey (Priest), Dave Duffy (Jim), 

Declan Hannigan (Oldest brother), 

Mairéad Ní Ghallchóir (Barmaid), 

Eugene McHugh (Bar Patron 1), 

Tony Rubini (Bar Patron 2), Mick 

Lally (Hugh), Eileen Colgan (Tess), 

Richard Sheridan (Eamon), Micheal 

MacCarthaigh (Schoolmaster), 

Fergal McElherron (Sean Michael), 

Brendan Conroy (Flynn), John 

Lynch (Tadhg), Frankie McCafferty 

(Tim). Produced by Sarah Green, 

Glenn R. Jones, R. Paul Miller, Peter 

Newman, Maggie Renzi, John Sloss. 

103 mins

1996

LONE STAR

Script: John Sayles. Photography: 

Stuart Dryburgh. Production Design: 

Dan Bishop. Editing: John Sayles.

Players: Stephen Mendillo (Sgt. 

Cliff), Stephen J. Lang (Sgt. Mikey), 

Chris Cooper (Sheriff Sam Deeds), 

Elizabeth Peña (Pilar Cruz), Oni 

Faida Lampley (Celie), Eleese Lester 

(Molly), Joe Stevens (Deputy Travis), 

Gonzalo Castillo (Amado), Richard 

Coca (Enrique), Clifton James 

(Mayor Hollis Pogue), Tony Frank 

(Fenton), Miriam Colon (Mercedes 

Cruz), Kris Kristofferson (Sheriff 

Charlie Wade), Jeff Monahan (Young 

Hollis), Matthew McConaughey 

(Buddy Deeds). Produced by Jan 

Foster, R. Paul Miller, Maggie Renzi, 

John Sloss. 135 mins
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1997

MEN WITH GUNS

Script: John Sayles. Photography: 

Slawomir Idziak. Production Design: 

Felipe Fernández del Paso. Editing: 

John Sayles. Players: Federico Luppi 

(Dr. Fuentes), Damián Delgado 

(Domingo, the Soldier), Dan Rivera 

González (Conejo, the Boy), Tania 

Cruz (Graciela, the Mute Girl), 

Damián Alcázar (Padre Portillo, the 

Priest), Mandy Patinkin (Andrew), 

Kathryn Grody (Harriet), Iguandili 

López (Mother), Nandi Luna 

Ramírez (Daughter), Rafael de 

Quevedo (General), Carmen Madrid 

(Angela, Dr. Fuentes’ Daughter), 

Esteban Soberanes (Raúl, Angela’s 

Fiancé), Alejandro Springall (Carlos, 

Dr. Fuentes’ Son), Maricruz Nájera 

(Rich Lady), Roberto Sosa (Bravo).

Produced by Jim De Nardo, Peter 

Gilbert, Lou Gonda, R. Paul Miller, 

Bertha Navarro, Jody Patton, Maggie 

Renzi, Eric Robison, Doug Sayles, 

John Sloss. 127 mins

1999

LIMBO

Script: John Sayles. Photography: 

Haskell Wexler. Production Design: 

Gemma Jackson. Editing: John 

Sayles. Players: Mary Elizabeth 

Mastrantonio (Donna De Angelo), 

David Strathairn (‘Jumpin’ Joe 

Gastineau), Vanessa Martinez 

(Noelle De Angelo), Hermínio 

Ramos (Ricky), Kris Kristofferson 

(‘Smilin’ Jack Johannson), Dawn 

McInturff (Audrey), Casey 

Siemaszko (Bobby Gastineau), 

Kathryn Grody (Frankie), Tom Biss 

(Baines), Rita Taggart (Lou), Leo 

Burmester (Harmon King), Michael 

Laskin (Albright), Jimmy MacDonell 

(Randy Mason), Mérit Carlson-van 

Dort (Stacy), Monica Brandner 

(Corky). Produced by Sarah 

Connors, Maggie Renzi. 126 mins

2002

SUNSHINE STATE

Script: John Sayles. Photography: 

Patrick Cady. Production Design: 

Mark Ricker. Editing: John Sayles.

Players: Alex Lewis (Terrell), 

Alan King (Murray Silver), 

Cullen Douglas (Jefferson Cash), 

Clifton James (Buster Bidwell), 

Eliot Asinof (Silent Sam), James 

McDaniel (Reggie Perry), Angela 

Bassett (Desiree Perry), Edie Falco 

(Marly Temple), Amanda Wing 

(Krissy), Timothy Hutton (Jack 

Meadows), Perry Lang (Greg), 

Miguel Ferrer (Lester), Gordon 

Clapp (Earl Pinkney), Kyle Meenan 

(Dick Yordan), Mary Steenburgen 

(Francine Pinkney). Produced by 

Maggie Renzi, Nancy Schafer. 

141 mins

2003

CASA DE LOS BABYS

Script: John Sayles. Photography: 

Mauricio Rubinstein. Production 

Design: Felipe Fernández del Paso.

Editing: John Sayles. Players: Daryl 

Hannah (Skipper), Lili Taylor 

(Leslie), Mary Steenburgen (Gayle), 

Marcia Gay Harden (Nan), Maggie 

Gyllenhaal (Jennifer), Angelina 

Peláez (Doña Mercedes), Lizzie 

Curry Martinez (Sor Juana), 

Vanessa Martinez (Asunción), 

Amanda Álvarez (Blanca), Said 

Martinez (Eusebio), Abel Salas (Bus 

Driver 1), Marco Mondragón (Bus 

Driver 2), José Reyes (Van Driver), 

Claudia Benitez (Woman on Bus), 

Ignacio de Anda (Tito), José Reyes 

Jr. (Grande), Emmanuel González 

(Chico), Dave Baez (Rufino), 

Blanca Loaria (Socorro). Produced 

by Caroline Kaplan, Melissa Marr, 

Jonathan Sehring, Alejandro 

Springall, Lemore Syvan. 95 mins

2004

SILVER CITY

Script: John Sayles. Photography: 

Haskell Wexler. Production Design: 

Toby Corbett. Editing: John Sayles.

Players: Chris Cooper (Dickie 

Pilager), Richard Dreyfuss (Chuck 

Raven), Cajardo Lindsey (Lloyd), 

John C. Ashton (Director), 

Elizabeth Rainer (Leslie), Donevon 

Martinez (Lazaro Huerta), James 

Gammon (Sheriff Joe Skaggs), 

Benjamin Kroger (Deputy Davis), 

Charles Mitchell (Henry), Danny 

Huston (Danny O’Brien), Alma 

Delfina (Lupe Montoya), Roslyn 

Washington (Hilary), David 

Clennon (Mort Seymour), Mary 

Kay Place (Grace Seymour), Tim 

Roth (Mitch Paine). Produced by 

Suzanne Ceresko, Robert Lansing 

Parker, Maggie Renzi, Sam Tedesco. 

128 mins

2007

HONEYDRIPPER

Script: John Sayles. Photography: 

Dick Pope. Production Design: 

Toby Corbett. Editing: John Sayles. 

Players: Danny Glover (Tyrone 

Purvis), Lisa Gay Hamilton 

(Delilah), Yaya DaCosta (China 

Doll), Charles S. Dutton (Maceo), 

Vondie Curtis-Hall (Slick), 

Gary Clark Jr. (Sonny), Mable 

John (Bertha Mae), Stacy Keach 

(Sheriff), Nagee Clay (Scratch), 

Absalom Adams (Lonnie), Arthur 

Lee Williams (Metalmouth Sims), 

Ruben Santiago-Hudson (Stokely), 

Davenia McFadden (Nadine), Daryl 

Edwards (Shack Thomas), Sean 

Patrick Thomas (Dex). Produced by 

Ira Deutchman, Susan Kirr, Maggie 

Renzi, Mark Wynns. 124 mins
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